In terms of its prevalence and morbidity syphilis is still an important sexually transmitted disease in Taiwan. Forty thousand four hundred and seventeen sera were sent for routine screening of syphilis during the period from January to November 1988 at this laboratory. Two 30, and the FTA-abs gave negative result in 69, a weak positive in 4, and a positive in 52 (table) . Of those 81 specimens that were TPHA negative at 1/80 and positive at 1/40 dilutions, 11 were negative, 14 borderline positive, and 56 positive using the M-TPHA; and one was negative and 80 positive using the FTA-abs. Fifty borderline positive TPHA specimens gave negative results by M-TPHA (n = 1) and FTA-abs (n = 49). All 24 specimens positive by TPHA were positive by both M-TPHA and FTA-abs. 
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